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FEDERAL  ELECTION  COMMISSION 

[Notice  1975-lS;  AOR  1975-13— AOB  1976-17J 

ADVISORY  OPINION  REQUESTS 

In  accordance  with  the  procedures  set 
forth  in  the  Oommissicm’s  Notice  1975-^, 
published  on  June  24, 1975  (40  FR  26660) , 
Advisory  Oirtnion  Requests  1975-13 
through  1975-17  are  published  today. 
Some  ot  the  Requests  consist  of  similar 
inquiries  from  several  sources  which  have 
been  consolidated  in  cases  where  appro¬ 
priate. 

Interested  persons  wishing  to  com¬ 
ment  on  the  subject  matter  of  any  Ad¬ 
visory  Opinion  R^uest  may  sutailt  writ¬ 
ten  views  with  respect  to  such  requests 
on  or  before  July  28,  1975.  Such  sub¬ 
mission  should  be  sent  to  the  Federal 
Electicm  Commission,  OfiBce  of  General 
Counsel,  Advisory  Opinion  Section,  1325 
1C  Street,  NW.,  Washington,  D.C.  20463. 
Persons  requiilng  additional  time  in 
which  to  re^xind  to  any  Advisory  Opin¬ 
ion  Request  will  normally  be  granted 
such  time  upon  written  request  to  the 
Commission.  All  timely  comments  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  Commission  will  be  con¬ 
sidered  by  the-  CTommission  before  it  is¬ 
sues  an  sidvisory  (pinion.  The  C(xnmis- 
sion  reccnnmends  that  comments  on 
pending  Advisory  Opinion  Requests  refer 
to  the  specific  AOR  number  of  the  Re¬ 
quest  commented  upon,  and  that  statu¬ 
tory  references  be  to  the  United  States 
Code  citations,  rather  than  to  the  Public 
Law  Citations. 

AOR  1975-13:  Bentsen  in  ’76  Commit¬ 
tee  (Reimbxirsement  of  Travel  Expanses 
frwn  CJOrporate  Funds)  (Request  Edited 
by  the  Commission).  _ 

“Dear  Commissioners:  This  is  a  re¬ 
quest  for  an  advisory  opinion  on  behalf 
of  the  Bentsen  in  ’76  political  committee 
as  to  the  legality  imder  Section  610  of 
•ntle  18,  UJ5.  code,  of  a  Presidential  can¬ 
didate  receiving  travel  expanses  for  a 
sp>eaklng  engagement  at  a  Chamber  of 
C(xnmerce,  where  the  Chamber  has 
money  contributed  by  corporations  in  its 
general  treasury. 

“Senator  Lloyd  Bentsen  was  invited  to 
address  a  luncheon  meeting  of  a  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Commerce  in  the  State  of  New 
York.  The  CJhsunber  has  offered  to  pay 
from  its  general  treasiuy  travel  expenses 
for  the  Senator  and  Mrs.  Bentsen  from 
Washington.  D.C.  to  New  York  State, 
and  back.  Like  other  Chambers  of  Com¬ 
merce,  this  Chamber  is  supported  by 
contributions  from  dues-paying  mem¬ 
bers,  many  of  whom  are  corporations. 
The  Senator  addressed  the  Chamber  on 
the  state  of  our  nation’s  economy  and  on 
the  crisis  of  confidence  in  government. 

“Senator  Bentsen  is  a  declared  candi¬ 
date  for  the  Democratic  nomination  for 
President  of  the  United  States.  He  has 
been  filing  ptersonal  Reports  of  Receipts 
and  Exponditiu^  with  the  appropriate 
supervisory  offices  for  some  time  imder 
the  Federal  Election  Campaign  Act. 
Moreover,  he  has  a  registered  political 
committee  working  actively  on  his  behalf. 

“Our  specific  question  is  whether  or 
not  Senator  Bentsen  may  legally  receive 
a  reimbursement  from  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  for  air  fare  and  other  travel 
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expenses  under  the  circumstances  noted 
above.  We  refer  you  specifically  to  Sec¬ 
tion  610  which  prohibits  corporations 
from  making  contributions  or  expendi¬ 
tures  in  connection  with  Federal  elec¬ 
tions,  and  prohibits  any  person  fr(Hn 
Eujcepting  or  receiving  any  such  contri¬ 
butions. 

Robert  N.  Thomson, 
Counsel  for  Bentsen  in  ’76. 

Source:  Bentsen  in  *76  by  Robert  N. 
Thomson,  Coimsel,  Preston,  ’Thorgrlm- 
son,  Ellis,  Holman,  Fletcher,  1776  F 
Street,  NW.,  Washington,  D.C.  20006 
( Jime  6,  1975) . 

AOR  1975-14:  Contributions  by  Banks, 
Corperations,  and  Labor  Unions  to  De¬ 
fray  Constituent  Service  Expenses. 

A.  Request  of  Congressman  Moore 
(Contribution  of  Corporation’s  Computer 
to  Analyze  Response  to  Constituent  Sur¬ 
vey)  (Request  Edited  by  the  Commis¬ 
sion)  . 

“Dear  Mr.  CTiairman:  I  plan  in  the 
near  future  to  send  out  a  franked  ques¬ 
tionnaire  to  my  constituents  in  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  learn  their  feelings  on  various 
issues.  My  question  is  this: 

“  ‘If  a  corporation  donates  the  use  of 
its  computer  to  analyze  the  results  of  this 
questionnaire,  is  this  considered  a  cor¬ 
porate  contribution  to  my  campaign?’  ’’ 

W.  Henson  Moore, 
Member  of  Congress. 

Source :  Congressman  W.  Henson 
Moore,  427  Cannon  House  Ofllce  Build¬ 
ing,  Washington,  D.C.  20515  (June  23, 
1975). 

B.  Machinists  Non-Partisan  Political 
League  (Contributions  from  Union 
Dues,  to  Congressional  Office,  Constitu¬ 
ency  or  Newsletter  Funds)  (Request 
Edited  by  the  Commission) . 

“Dear  Sir:  As  provided  for  under  Title 
n  use.  Section  437F,  I  am  requesting  an 
advisory  opinion  in  regards  to  donating 
monies  out  of  our  educational  fund 
(which  is  dues  monies  from  oiu:  various 
local  lodges)  to  incumbent  United  States 
Senators  and  Representatives  for  their 
Office,  Constituency  or  Newsletter  funds. 
Specifically,  I  would  like  to  know  if  there 
is  any  restriction  that  would  prevent  us 
from  making  such  contributions  to  these 
or  similar  fimds  under  the  present  or  any 
previous  election  law  that  is  still  in  exist¬ 
ence.’’ 

William  J.  Holayter, 
Director,  MNPL. 

Source:  William  J.  Holayter,  Director, 
Machinists  Non-Partisan  Political 
League,  1300  Connecticut  Ave.  NW„ 
Washington,  D.C.  20036  (June  23,  1975). 

C.  Request  of  Congressman  Butler 
(Contributions  by  Banks  to  Defray  Ex- 
pienses  of  Conference  with  Constituents) 
(Request  Edited  by  the  Commission). 

“*  •  •  It  is  my  intent  to  hold  my  fourth 
annual  Farm  Conference  this  August  for 
the  puipose  of  giving  the  farmers  tmd 
other  agricultural  interests  in  the  Sixth 
Congrressional  District  the  oppiortunity  to 
present  their  views  and  concerns  to  me, 
as  well  as,  to  the  various  heads  of  the 
Federal  and  State  agricultural  agencies. 
•  *  •  •  * 
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“(My  question  is  whether)  this  confer¬ 
ence  would  be  considered  official  busi¬ 
ness  (so)  that  *  *  *  any  contribution 
made  by  a  bank  or  bank  holding  com¬ 
pany  to  defray  the  expienses  of  the  con¬ 
ference  would  not  come  imder  the  cover¬ 
age  of  the  Federal  Election  Laws. 

“I  would  greatly  appreciate  a  written 
advisory  on  this  matter.  •  •  •“ 

M.  Caldwell  Butler, 
Member  of  Congress. 

Source:  Congressman  M.  Caldwell 
Butler,  109  Cannon  House  Office  Build¬ 
ing,  Washington,  D.C.  20515  (June  23, 
1975) . 

AOR  1975-15:  Payment  of  Royalties 
by  Cam];>aign  Committee  to  Candidate 
(Request  Edited  by  the  Commission) . 

“Dear  Mr.  Curtis: 

•  •  •  *  • 

“There  is  •  *  *  enclosed  a  copy  of  the 
contract  that  this  Corpioration  has  with 
George  C.  Wallace  Eind  we  ask  you  for  a 
written  opinion  as  to  whether  or  not 
there  is  any  prohibition  against  receiv¬ 
ing  pasnnents  under  this  contract.  When 
we  advertise  these  articles  we  intend  to 
state  that  George  C.  Wallace  receives  a 
royalty  and  have  previously  advertised 
that  royalties  are  being  p>aid.’’ 

•  •  •  •  • 
Charles  S.  Snider, 
Executive  Director. 

The  Wallace  contract  provides  as 
follows: 

“THIS  AGREEMENT  made  and 

entered  into  this _ day  of _ _ 

1974,  by  and  between  The  Wallace  Cam¬ 
paign,  a  non-profit  corpxjration,  herein¬ 
after  called  Campjaign;  Eind  George  C. 
Wallace,  hereinafter  called  Wallace; 

"Witnesseth: 

“1.)  Wallace  does  hereby  grant  unto 
the  Campiaign  the  sole  find  exclusive 
right  to  use  his  photograph,  facsimile 
signature,  a  photo  biograph  and  a  minted 
likeness  of  himself  on  the  following 
items: 

“In  a  book,  on  a  watch,  on  specially 
minted  medallion  or  coin  like  replicas. 

“Said  right  to  the  exclusive  use  thereof 
shall  be  for  a  period  of  ten  (10)  years. 

“2.)  In  consideration  of  such  exclusive 
use  which  the  Campaign  may  copyright 
or  trade-mark,  if  necessary,  in  the  name 
of  Wallace  but  sill  owning  only  the  li¬ 
cense  above  granted,  the  Campaign  shall 
retain  a  royalty  for  Wallace  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  portions: 

Each 


Photo  blograph _  $1 

Watches _  7 

Gold  coin  or  medal _  5 

Silver  coin  or  medal _  3 

Bronze  coin  or  medal _ 2 


“All  such  royalties  to  be  net  to  Wallace, 
the  Campaign  to  bear  the  full  cost  of 
sale,  mailing,  promotion  and  distribution. 

“3.)  As  the  Campaign  collects  funds 
from  the  above  items,  it  shall  maintain 
and  keep  £tn  account  of  all  such  items 
above  referred  to  and  furnish  Wallace 
with  an  accounting  thereof.  It  shall  pay 
Wallace  the  sum  of  Fifteen  Thousand 
Dollars  ($15,000.00)  per  annxun  and  no 
more.  Same  may  be  paid  whenever 
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Wallace  slmll  choose,  whether  it  be  in 
one  siun,  quarterly  or  however,  but  it 
shall  not  exceed  Fifteen  Thousand  Dol¬ 
lars  ($15,000.00)  per  year  regardless  of 
the  amount  collected,  and  Wallace  may 
not  draw  nor  have  access  to  any  funds  so 
collected. 

“4.)  At  the  termination  of  this  Agree¬ 
ment,  it  may  be  extended  by  the  parties 
hereto  for  additional  five  year  periods  by 
mutual  consent  and  if  not  extended,  then 
any  funds  remaining  in  said  account 
shall  be  paid  to  Wallace  at  the  termina¬ 
tion  hereof. 

“5.)  This  Agreement  shall  inure  to  the 
benefit  of  the  heirs,  executors,  admin¬ 
istrators  or  assigns  of  Wallace. 

“IN  WITNESS  WHEREOF,  the  parties 
have  hereunto  set  their  hands  and  seals 
on  the  day  and  year  first  hereinabove 
written.” 

The  Wallace  Campaign 
George  C.  Wallace 
Charles  S.  Snider 

Chairman. 

P.  Alton  Dauphin,  Jr. 

Witness. 

Source:  The  Wallace  ’76  Campaign,  by 
Charles  S.  Snider,  Executive  Director, 
P.O.  Box  1976,  Montgomery,  Alabama 
36103  (May  15,  1975) . 

AOR  1975-16:  Requests  of  Congress¬ 
man  John  Dingell. 

A.  Interpretation  of  Principal  Cam¬ 
paign  Committee,  Reporting  Schedule, 


and  Campaign  Depository  Provisions 
(Request  Fklited  by  the  Commission). 

“Dear  Mr.  Chairman:  I  would  appre¬ 
ciate  having  answers  to  the  following 
questions  pertaining  to  the  Federal  Elec¬ 
tion  Campaign  Act  Amendments  of  1974 
•  •  * 

“(1)  May  I  have  a  full  interpretation 
of  the  one  committee  requirement? 
Under  the  new  law,  may  more  than  one 
committee  remain  in  existence,  and  if  so, 
under  what  conditions? 

“(2)  Under  the  amended  Act  it  is  my 
imderstanding  that  no  report  is  neces¬ 
sary  to  be  filed  provided  that  no  more 
than  $1,000  was  received  or  expended  in 
a  reporting  period.  If  no  more  than 
$1,000  was  received  or  expended,  is  there 
any  obligation  to  file  a  report?  My 
specific  question  is,  would  a  report  be 
required  stating  ‘no  more  than  $1,000 
received  or  expended?’ 

“(3)  Is  there  a  time  limit  which  is 
imposed  between  the  receipt  of  a  cam¬ 
paign  contribution  and  the  deposit  of 
such  a  contribution  in  a  campaign 
account?” 


John  D.  Dingell, 
Member  of  Congress. 

B.  Corporate  Contributions  from  Mem¬ 
bership  Organization  (Request  Edited  by 
the  Commission) . 

“Dear  Mr.  Chairman:  I  am  writing  to 
you  in  an  effort  to  clarify  a  question  with 
regard  to  a  contribution  to  my  Citizens 


for  John  D.  Dingell  Campaign  Com¬ 
mittee. 

“The  contributor  is  a  VFW  Post  which 
is  incorporated.  Can  a  contribution  be 
accepted  from  them,  although  they  are 
incorporated,  if  a  vote  of  the  Executive 
Board  is  taken  approving  the  contribu¬ 
tion?” 

•  •  «  •  « 

John  D.  Dingell, 
Member  of  Congress. 

Source:  Congressman  John  D.  Dingell. 
2210  Rayburn  House  Office  Building. 
Washington,  D.C.  20515,  (June  25, 1975). 

AOR  1975-17:  Request  by  Congress¬ 
man  Neal  (Campaign  Contributions  from 
a  Partnership)  (Request  Edited  by  the 
Commission) . 

“Dear  Sir:  I  would  appreciate  •  •  • 
an  advisory  opinion  on  the  following 
question:  ‘How  much  money  in  campaign 
contributions  may  I  accept  from  a  two 
or  three  member  partnership?’ 

«*  •  *» 

Stephen  L.  Neal, 
Member  of  Congress. 

Source:  Congressman  Stephen  L.  Neal, 
502  Cannon  House  Office  Building,  Wash¬ 
ington.  D.C.  20515,  (June  12, 1975) . 

Dated:  July  11. 1975. 

Neil  Staebler, 

Vice  Chairman  for  the 
Federal  Election  Commission. 
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